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Losing a Beloved Pet
At C.A.T., we all get
attached to the cats here. It’s
impossible not to since some
of them live out their lives
with us. We try hard to find
homes for all of them, but
some are difficult to place. It’s
heart wrenching when they
pass away, so we know first
hand how hard it is when
people lose a loved pet.
We also know that some
people don’t feel the same
about losing a pet. Not
everyone sees a pet as a
member of the family. It can
make it hard to cope, but
there are ways that can help
you get through it.
The most important thing is
to allow yourself to grieve.
Talk to those people in your
family or circle of friends who
do understand. It’s much
easier when you are with
people who will let you
express your feelings.
If you don’t have anyone
close enough to talk with,
consider finding a pet loss
support group. There may be
one in your area, and there
are even groups that meet
online.
You may feel more

comfortable coping with
your loss in a more private
way. There are wonderful
books to read that can
help you work through the
loss. Or try writing about
your feelings in a journal,

Ultimately, there is no
“right” way to grieve the
loss of your pet. The
process is different for
each person. Do what
you think is best for your
own peace of mind.
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or creating a poem or
short story about your
pet.
If you have other pets,
don’t forget to help them
through the loss. They can
also have intense feelings
and the sudden change of
missing a companion can
affect them. Give them
lots of TLC.

Eventually, you may
decide the time is right to
let another pet into your
life. You’ll know when you
are ready, so don’t rush
into it. When that time
comes, we hope you’ll
remember that adopting
from a shelter is a great
way to find your new
friend.
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C.A.T.SIFIED ADS

Companion
Animal Clinic
MIKE A. ESAU, DVM
TIMOTHY L. LAVIN, DVM
3335 SW Fairlawn • Topeka, KS 66614 • 785-271-7387

Sharon Mayo, LSCSW
Therapy for Aging Parents and Their Caregivers
Individual and Family Therapy
Grief Therapy for Pet Owners
3601 SW 29th, Suite 216B, Topeka, KS 66614
Phone (785) 273-5800, sharon@sharonmayo.com

VOLUNTEERS
WANTED!
We need help the most
for the following positions:

Heavenly Pet Memorials
of Topeka

- Saturdays, Cat Rooms 8am-12pm
- Sundays, Cat Rooms 8am-11pm
- Outreach & Special Events As Needed

Jeannene Freeman
Owner

If interested
contact us at

1137 SW Gage
Topeka, KS 66604
785.272.1582
Fax 785.272.1584
E-mail heavenlypet@hotmail.com
Web heavelypetmemorials.net

volunteer@topekacat.org
or visit with us at
the shelter!

ABOUT C.A.T.
SHELTER HOURS
Tues-Fri: 11am to 5:30pm
Sat: 11am to 4pm
Cats can be seen after 12:30pm

SUMMER HOURS
Memorial Day through Labor Day
Tues-Fri: Normal Hours
Sat: 11am to 2pm
Cats can be seen after 12:30pm
CLOSED Sundays and Mondays
This publication is distributed through a mailing list. It is
also available at the shelter, online at our website, or
through e-mail. To sign up for e-mail, send a message to
catmews@topekacat.org. Please keep us up to date on
address changes.
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CAT MEWS

New In The Shop!
We try to make sure our Katty
Shack retail shop has everything a
cat or cat lover could need.
There’s a little bit of everything
here from cat food to cleaning
supplies. And we are continuously
on the look out for new and fun
things. Here are some of the
great finds we’ve added!
Fruitables Wildly Natural cat
treats have proven to be a popular
addition to our selection. We’ve
had a few customers try them out
on their cats and received some
positive feedback. In fact, one
customer brought us back a
review in the form of one of the
treat bags that their cat had
ripped open!
Our cat and pet-themed t-shirts
continue to be popular, and a new
design is coming in soon. This
wonderful graphic on teal
celebrates pets and the joy they
bring. Purrfect for April, which is
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Month! Or show it off for the
second week in May which is
National Pet Week!
A shop for cats would not be

complete without catnip toys.
The new candy sticks have been a
hit with our own shelter cats.
There are six colors to choose
from, and they’re just the right
size for cats to hug and kick them.
Hill’s® Science Diet® Healthy
Cuisine was added to our
selection of cat foods. Now there
is also Healthy Cuisine for senior

cats. Several of our older kitties
have found it to be quite tasty.
They especially love the gravy!
Remember, when you shop at
C.A.T. you help support the cats.
All money made from sales goes
directly to the care of the cats.
And there will always be a shop
cat running around to great you
with a friendly ‘meow’!

WISH LIST
Occasionally, we have shortages of
supplies, especially those used most
often like large trash bags and bleach.
If you would like to help with these
supplies, consider joining our
confidential e-mail alert list. When
we run low, we’ll e-mail an SOS
about what supplies are needed. To
be added to the list, send a message
to wishlist@topekacat.org.
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Large yellow trash bags—
BUY AT C.A.T.!
1st-Class postage stamps
High efficiency laundry
soap
Clorox Bleach
Paper towels
Finish brand dishwasher
tablets
Odoban disinfectant







Tidy Cats clay litter
Special Diet Foods: Hill’s®
Science Diet® Senior, Light
and Hairball Control dry;
Prescription Diet® dry w/d®,
i/d®, c/d®, d/d®, z/d®; canned
a/d® and w/d®
Plastic shopping bags from
Sam’s Club
Hershey’s or Kit Kat candy
bars, bulk box
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Tales of happy C.A.T. cats from their new homes
We adopted this beautiful little girl last May.
Back then she went by Maisy, we changed her
name to Fiona. I just wanted to send you a
picture of her (I apologize for the blurriness)
and let you know that she's doing wonderfully.
She's very playful and active, especially in the
middle of the night, I had a serious accident
back in December and when I came home from
the hospital she never left my side for more
than 5 minutes and even now that I've
recovered, she's still always by my side. She
recently saw her vet and she's in excellent
health and she's been such a blessing to our
home. Thank you for trusting us with her care
and for all the work and dedication you do for
cats just like her. ~ Jonna Streich

Hello! We recently celebrated the
6th adoption anniversary of our boys,
Cinder and Cricket, from CAT. I just
wanted to share this recent photo
and let you know how loved they
are—truly the best decision we ever
made! Please share this with Jeannie
Griffith, if she’s still a volunteer and
let her know they are happy and
healthy and the lights of our lives.
~ Erin Dempsey

Page 4

CAT MEWS

Strut & Blinker supervising in the sewing

Rocket is 15 and still sassy! He's playing with his

room. ~ Barb Keil

butterfly toy. I've had him almost 2 years now.
Love this snuggle bug! ~ Megan Boaz Hayes

This is Havanna
who I got from
CAT 8 years
ago. She is 15
and full of
energy and loves
to look outside.
~ Marijo
Mastroianni
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YARD
Saturday, May 19th from 9am to 1pm
Kindly hosted by Debra Dellere at 5224 SW 12th St.
You can help by donating your unwanted stuff for us to sell!
Bring them to C.A.T. and we’ll sort and price everything!
Drop them off either Wed., May 16th or Thur., May 17th
any time between 3:30 and 6:30 p.m.
SALE:
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR THE SALE
Clothing, shoes, fixtures, hardware, old electronics, used medical supplies,
large appliances, or damaged items.











We’ve been doing extra cleaning
at C.A.T. There are many small
projects to do and we could use
some help. Our volunteers have
put in lots of extra time, so what
we need most is supplies.

Bleach and Odoban for
disinfecting
Scotch or Scrub Daddy scrubbing
sponges
Latex gloves
Lawn & leaf bags
Preen Mulch Plus
(Russet Red)
Or, you can donate gift cards to
Lowe’s or Home Depot
to help with some of our
hardware needs.

If you can donate any of these supplies
towards our spring cleaning projects,
we’d love the help!!

Donations to C.A.T. are matched!
Tuesday, June 5th from 7am to 6pm





Come to the Topeka Community Foundation Day of Giving at Fairlawn Plaza Mall
Make a donation for $25 or more (must be in person)
Designate your donation go to Cat Association of Topeka
TCF will match a portion of your donation for that day only!

Stop by our booth to visit with us!

Save Your Best Choice Labels!
C.A.T. is now enrolled in the Best Choice
Save-A-Label program! If you shop at grocery stores
that carry Best Choice brand products, save the UPC
labels! Then bring them to C.A.T.
You don’t have to save the whole package. Just cut
out the UPC label on the package and bring them
to C.A.T. We will count them and bundle them
until we have enough to send in.
For every 1,000 labels we submit, we can get
$30 back! The best part is, there is no limit.
We can send in bundles of 1,000 as many times
as possible each year. It’s easy!

You can help C.A.T. when you
shop online!
If you use Amazon to ﬁnd deals and gis, you can
choose C.A.T. to receive a
poron of your purchase.
Just go to smile.amazon.com.
You shop. Amazon donates.
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Purrfect Reads
Many have probably seen the
saying, “Books. Cats. Life is
Good.” It seems many authors
agree as there are more books
out about cats, or featuring cats,
than even a few years ago. We
often have books recommended
to us, so we thought we’d pass
some of the suggestions along.

The moving, uplifting true story
of an unlikely friendship between a
man on the streets and the ginger
cat who adopts him and helps him
heal his life. This one has been
mentioned to us by many people
who thoroughly enjoyed it.

We wrote about this book
several years ago, but it keeps
being mentioned to us by
enthusiastic fans. “Dewey” is a
wonderful book about a library
cat. Since the time we wrote
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about it in one of our newsletters,
there’s been a sequel written. It’s
a wonderful, true story that’s
worth reading again and again.

This was recommended to us
by a volunteer, who also happens
to be a librarian. It’s a wonderful
memoir about a little kitten who
helped a family through tragedy
and happiness.

She also suggested this
collection of short stories as a
good read. It’s a collection of true
accounts of rescued cats and is full
of funny, heartwarming and clever
cats. Royalties from this book go
towards the American Humane
Society to support the work they
do promoting the adoption of
shelter pets.

Mystery series featuring cats
have become very popular. The
Cat In The Stacks series is one of
the most popular with 9 books so
far, and a 10th due out in
October. Follow Charlie and his
cat “Diesel” in these can’t-putthem-down stories.

Jackson Galaxy is well known
from his hit Animal Planet show,
“My Cat From Hell.” His first
book, “Cat Daddy,” was a big
success and now he’s come out
with a new one, “Total Cat Mojo.”
This book is his guide to cat
behavior and caring for them by
better understanding cats. From
kittens to senior cats, this book
offers his insights to providing the
physical and emotional needs cats
need to thrive.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Cat Associaon of Topeka will be having a very special
Hair Ball this year celebrang 30 years!
Mark your calendars for Saturday, October 27th to join us
at our annual fundraiser. More details coming soon!

SEND US YOUR MEMORIES!
We are asking for submissions of photos of cats adopted from us. We hope to put
together a wonderful calendar ﬁlled with happy tales of our cats who found their
forever homes with you. Email your good quality photos to cats@topekacat.org
with your name, the cat’s name, and the year you adopted them.
DEADLINE: July 31st
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We are thankful for these gifts to C.A.T. We wish to recognize the following contributions and honor those being remembered in
this special way. All names are current as of December 31, 2016. Please contact us with any corrections.

MEMORIALS
Linda Halford
Dana Hampton
Lynn Retz
Patsy Heptig
Janice Evans
Linnie Winters
Jeannie & Jeff Griffith
C.A.T. Board of Directors

Jean Murphy
Sue Cody
Shelley Endsley-Killinger
Nancy Entrikin
Marilynn Koelliker
Harold Huskey
Cathy Brake
Rebecca Brown

Leslie Johnson
Elizabeth Patton

Merry Christmas to Carolyn Taylor
Patti & Thom Taylor

Merry Christmas to the Gillam
Family
Anne Hesse

Louise Willbourn
Russell Willbourn
Sherri Scott

HONORARIUMS
Merry Christmas to Anne Lolley &
Marci Glassman
Ruth Maus
In honor of Randy Pachosa
Azura Credit Union

Merry Christmas to Mary Ann
Keating
Joseph Sanchez

Happy Birthday to Jeannie BlanckGriffith
Pat Urban

Merry Christmas to Kelly McPherron
& All the Volunteers
Vicki McPherron

Merry Christmas to Deana Ferrick
Pat Urban

Merry Christmas to Dana Hampton
Mari Tucker

Merry Christmas to Marilyn Quinn
Tomari Quinn
Merry Christmas to Mary Jane Cook
Beatrice Hook

PET TRIBUTES
“Buddy”
Lawrence Kassin

“Freyja” Stewart
Barbara Stewart

“Jackson”
Toni Dixon

“Kato” Howard
Carolyn Taylor

“Hobo” & Spencer”
Marcia & Ted Ayres

“Cleopatra” Dreher-Abano
Michael Dreher

“Kitty Poo” & “Alex Sakellaris
L. Charlotte Sakellaris

“Scooter” Wisman
Margot & Dan & “Lily” Brown

“Lily” Brown
Rhoda Wisman

“Pookie” & “Lilly” Warren
Dale & Maggie Warren

“Dr. Robert” Petruccelli-Treen
Margot & Dan & “Lily” Brown

“Charlie” Stiel
Rhoda Wisman
Margot Brown & Dan Katz

In memory of our furry friends and
our current one, “Missy”
Ray & Pat Chenhall

“Laird”
Lynn Retz
Dana Hampton
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“Kato” Urban
Jeannie & Jeff Griffith
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FOLLOW US!

We are on Facebook and Instagram!
Follow us to keep up to date and see
great pics of the cats each day!

Saturday,
May 5th

PetCo Outreach Booth, 12-3pm

Saturday,
May 19th

YARD SALE! Find great deals and help the
cats! See page 6 for details!

Saturday,
June 2nd

PetCo Outreach Booth, 12-3pm

Tuesday,
June 5th

TOPEKA GIVES! Fairlawn Plaza Mall, 7am-6pm.
Donate to help C.A.T.! See page 7 for details!

Wed.,
July 4th

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

Saturday,
July 7th

PetCo Outreach Booth, 12-3pm

Saturday,
Aug. 4th

PetCo Outreach Booth, 12-3pm

1719 SW Gage Blvd.
Topeka, KS 66604
www.topekacat.org
cats@topekacat.org
785-272-4735
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